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7.0 Bylaw 
 

7.1 LUB Amendment – Bylaw 1/2012 Greg Hofmann 15-19 
R11-005 
2nd & 3rd Reading 

 
8.0 New Business 

 
8.1 Civic Hall Naming Claude Valcourt 20-24 

 
8.2 Alberta Capital Region Councillor Holmes Attachment 

Wastewater Commission 
 

9.0 In / Out for Council 
 
9.1 Sturgeon Foundation – Organizational Meeting – November 16, 2011 25-27 

 
9.2 Sturgeon Foundation – Board of Directors Meeting – November 16, 2011 28-35 
 

10.0 Mayor’s Report 
 

11.0 Questions 
 
12.0 “In-Camera” – Council Only 
 
13.0 Adjournment 
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Report to Council 
 

 For Council Decision                    For Council Direction 

 For Council Information 
 
 
 

 TOPIC Alberta Capital Region Wastewater Commission (ACRWC) Advocacy January 23, 2012 

PRESENTER: Councillor Holmes ATTACHMENTS: 

 Key Messages for ACRWC (prepared by ACRWC) 
PREPARED BY: Debbie Oyarzun 

Interim Chief Administrative Officer 

CLEARANCES:  Debbie Oyarzun 
Interim Chief Administrative Officer 

RELEVANT BYLAWS / POLICIES / LEGISLATION: 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council discuss and provide direction to Administration and Councillor Holmes as the Council 
representative for Morinville on the advocacy efforts of the ACRWC. 
 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 
 
Councillor Holmes was appointed as the Council representative for Morinville on the ACRWC on October 
25, 2011.  Councillor Holmes received the attached information regarding key messages for advocacy on 
behalf of the ACRWC on January 23, 2012 that requires immediate consideration by Council. 
 
The issue as presented by the ACRWC is their inability to independently apply for government grants for 
capital projects.  Through their advocacy effort, the ACRWC is proposing an amendment to the MGA 
that would make the ACRWC a recognized entity and therefore eligible to apply for grants on their own 
merit. 
 
ACRWC is requesting that each Council demonstrate their support of this advocacy effort through a 
formal motion, however, the intent at this point is to have a preliminary discussion about any potential 
impacts to Morinville.  Mr. Dominic Mishio, ACRWC Advocacy Committee, may be available to discuss 
the details of a motion as part of the next steps in exploring the implications of the ACRWC advocacy. 
 
BUDGET/RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS: 
 

Potential budget/resource implications for capital projects both positive and negative: 

 Grants formally allocated to municipalities would also be available to ACRWC. 

 Potential for a reduction in cost-recovery charges to member municipalities for ACRWC services 
if ACRWC can generate additional revenue through grants. 



 
LINKAGE TO BUSINESS PLAN/STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 
 
Infrastructure and Governance 
 
FOLLOW-UP ACTION: 
 

 Schedule Mr. Dominic Mishio, ACRWC Advocacy Committee and City of Leduc Alderman, to present 
to Council on February 14, 2012.   

 If directed by Council, Administration will explore the implications of the ACRWC advocacy and bring 
to Council for future discussion. 



 

 

Key Messages for the Alberta Capital Region Wastewater Commission 
 
Current Structure:  

 The Alberta Capital Region Wastewater Commission (ACRWC) is a 
legally established commission under provincial regulation, falling into the 
category of Regional Service Commission. 

 The ACRWC is legally responsible for the construction, management and 
oversight of the wastewater facilities and services to 13 member 
municipalities. 

 The ACRWC generates the vast majority of its revenue on a cost-recovery 
basis by charging a rate to its member municipalities for its services. 
ACRWC is required to charge all municipalities the same rate. 

 
The Issue: 

 The ACRWC must build large capital projects from time to time, and are 
required to incorporate those project costs into the service rate, increasing 
rates. 

 The number of grants available to the ACRWC is very limited. 
o Because of the rules surrounding granting for Regional Service 

Commissions, the ACRWC cannot receive grants from sources 
such as the Municipal Sustainability Initiative, the Federal Gas Tax 
Fund or the Alberta Municipal Infrastructure Program.  

 The only way for this grant money to get to the ACRWC is 
for member municipalities to apply for it and then redirect 
those funds to the ACRWC.  

 It is often difficult for municipal governments to reach 
consensus on how, or even if, to divert these grant 
funds to the ACRWC.  

o Because the ACRWC is not a municipality, it is ineligible to apply 
for these grants on their own. 

 

The Solution: 

 Change the regulation and make the ACRWC a recognized entity in 
the Municipal Government Act. This will allow the ACRWC the 
opportunity to apply for these grants on their own merit. As a result, 
the ACRWC will be able to: 

o Continue to fulfill its legal mandate while keeping rates as low as 
possible 

o Exert further control over wastewater rates, keeping the burden off 
taxpayers as much as possible 

o Ensure money is available when government changes 
environmental standards but doesn’t provide funding to make the 
necessary upgrades 



 

 

o Ensure we have predictable, sustainable funding to perform our 
operations as a centre of excellence 

 
Benefits:  

 With access to these grants, the cost of capital projects, or at least 
portions thereof, don’t need to be passed along to taxpayers 

 Grant funding will allow the ACRWC to keep rate increases low without 
the provincial or federal government needing to find additional funds 

 The ACRWC will be able to continue to meet its legal mandate in a 
manner consistent with a centre of excellence in wastewater management 
























